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2 Barbering Techniques Cheat Sheet

The Ultimate Reference for Modern Barbers

99 1. Essential Haircutting Techniques

¢ Clipper Cutting
e Freehand Clipper Cutting: Shape and sculpt without guard guides.
e Clipper Over Comb: Smoothly blend between clipper and longer sections.
o Fading: Blend hair from longer to shorter lengths (low, mid, high, burst fades).

o Tapering: Gradual hair reduction around the neckline and sideburns.

¢ Shear Cutting
e Blunt Cutting: Clean, sharp edges (great for straight bobs & men's trims).
¢ Point Cutting: Softens blunt lines and removes weight.
o Slide Cutting: Shear slides along the hair for texture and shape.
¢ Texturizing: Removes bulk; creates softness and flow.
¢ Razor Cutting
e Straight Razor: Create ultra-clean hairlines and detailed shapes.

« Feather Razor: Used for soft, feathered ends and layered textures.
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= 2. Beard and Facial Hair Techniques
Beard Sculpting
e Shape and contour using trimmers and scissors.
e Taper beard into haircut for a seamless look.
Line-Ups / Edge-Ups
e Define natural hairlines with precision trimmers or straight razors.
e Focus on forehead, temples, and sideburn areas.
Hot Towel Shave
o Steam softens skin and hair for smoother shave.

e Use shaving cream and a straight razor at a 30° angle.

3. Blending & Fading Mastery

Fade Type Description

Low Fade Subtle fade starting just above the ear

Mid Fade Versatile fade from temples down

High Fade Starts high on the head for dramatic contrast
Burst Fade Circular fade around ears

Skin/Bald Fade Tapers hair completely to the skin
Shadow Fade Soft, blurry transition between lengths

Pro Tip: Always use a flicking-out motion with clippers for seamless blends.

4. Hair Styling Techniques
¢ Pompadour: Comb hair backward with volume; hold with pomade.
o Side Part: Create a clean, defined parting line.

¢ Quiff: Voluminous front styled backward and upward.



Textured Crop: Messy yet controlled top with short sides.

Slick Back: Comb all hair back using strong-hold gel or pomade.

5. Product Knowledge Essentials

Product Use

Pomade High shine & firm hold

Wax
Clay

Gel

Medium hold & matte finish
Strong hold & natural texture

Very strong hold, wet look

Mousse Volume and light hold

Beard Oil Softens beard and moisturizes skin

6. Consultation & Client Care

Discuss desired style and maintenance routine.
Analyze face shape, hair texture, and lifestyle.
Suggest realistic cuts that match client preferences.

Offer aftercare advice to maintain style between visits.

© 7. Common Mistakes to Avoid

Cutting hair when overly wet = uneven length.
Over-tapering = harsh lines & unnatural shapes.
Rushing fades = poor blending.

Neglecting sanitation = client trust issues.

© 8. Sanitation & Safety



e Disinfect tools between clients.
e Wash hands thoroughly.
e Use clean capes and neck strips.

e Store razors in approved containers.
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9. Essential Barber Tools Checklist

Clippers & guards

Trimmers & edgers

Shears & thinning shears

Straight razor & blades

Neck duster & brushes

Combs & sectioning clips

Hair dryers & diffusers

= 10. Advanced Techniques for Pro Barbers

Hard Parts: Razor or trimmer defined sharp lines in partings.

Hair Tattooing: Create artistic designs with clippers.

Freestyle Fading: Creative, artistic blend patterns.

Combining Textures: Mix curly + straight sections for hybrid looks.

I Barbering Industry Resources
Top Educators:

e 360Jeezy

e Chris Bossio (Tomb45)

o GetBeamed

e Rum Barber



Recommended Platforms:
e YouTube tutorials
e Instagram for showcasing your work

o StyleSeat/ Booksy for appointment bookings

Closing Wisdom

Great barbers are not just cutters—they’re artists, listeners, and consultants.
Master the tools, techniques, and customer service to elevate your craft to the highest

level.



